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AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 16, 1998

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 16, 1998

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1997–98 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2498

Introduced by Assembly Member Runner

February 20, 1998

An act to amend Section 4252 of the Family Code, relating
to child support proceedings.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2498, as amended, Runner. Child support
commissioners.

Existing law requires all applications filed by the district
attorney or by another party, as provided, for an order to
establish, modify, or enforce child or spousal support,
including actions to establish paternity, to be referred for
hearing to a child support commissioner and for each superior
court to provide sufficient child support commissioners to
hear these cases.

This bill would require the Judicial Council to conduct an
evaluation of the child support commissioner system and to
report the results of its evaluation and recommendations to
the Legislature by February 1, 2000. The bill would require
the Judicial Council to convene a workgroup, as specified, that
would advise the Judicial Council in establishing criteria to
evaluate the success and failures of the child support
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commissioner system and how to establish successful
outcomes for that system.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 4252 of the Family Code is
amended to read:

4252. (a) One or more child support commissioners
shall be appointed by the superior court to perform the
duties specified in Section 4251. The child support
commissioners first priority always shall be to hear Title
IV-D child support cases. The child support
commissioners shall specialize in hearing child support
cases, and their primary responsibility shall be to hear
Title IV-D child support cases. Child support
commissioner positions shall not be subject to the
limitation on other commissioner positions imposed upon
the counties by Article 13 (commencing with Section
70140) of Chapter 5 of Title 8 of the Government Code.
The number of child support commissioner positions
allotted to each superior court shall be determined by the
Judicial Council in accordance with caseload standards
developed pursuant to paragraph (3) of subdivision (b),
subject to appropriations in the annual Budget Act.

(b) The Judicial Council shall do all of the following:
(1) Establish minimum qualifications for child support

commissioners.
(2) Establish minimum educational and training

requirements for child support commissioners and other
court personnel that are assigned to Title IV-D child
support cases. Training programs shall include both
federal and state laws concerning child support, and
related issues.

(3) Establish caseload, case processing, and staffing
standards for child support commissioners on or before
April 1, 1997, which shall set forth the maximum number
of cases that each child support commissioner can
process. These standards shall be reviewed and, if
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appropriate, revised by the Judicial Council every two
years.

(4) Adopt uniform rules of court and forms for use in
Title IV-D child support cases.

(5) Offer technical assistance to counties regarding
issues relating to implementation and operation of the
child support commissioner system, including assistance
related to funding, staffing, and the sharing of resources
between counties.

(6) Establish procedures for the distribution of
funding to the courts for child support commissioners,
family law facilitators pursuant to Division 14
(commencing with Section 10000) and related allowable
costs.

(7) Adopt rules that define the exceptional
circumstances in which judges may hear Title IV-D child
support matters as provided in subdivision (a) of Section
4251.

(8) Convene a workgroup, including representatives
of the State Department of Social Services, county district
attorneys, child support commissioners, child support
advocates, family law facilitators, attorneys engaging in
the private practice of family law, custodial and
noncustodial parents’ organizations, and staff of the
Assembly and Senate Judiciary Committees, to advise the
Judicial Council in establishing criteria to evaluate the
success and identify any failures of the child support
commissioner system. The workgroup shall also provide
advice on how to establish successful outcomes for the
child support commissioner system created pursuant to
this article. The Judicial Council shall conduct an
evaluation and report the results of the evaluation and its
recommendations to the Legislature no later than
February 1, 2000. At a minimum, the evaluation shall
examine the ability of the child support commissioner
system to achieve the goals set forth in Section 4250. The
report shall include a fiscal impact statement estimating
the costs of implementing the recommendations.
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(9) Undertake other actions as appropriate to ensure
the successful implementation and operation of child
support commissioners in the counties.
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